Praise the Lord Presbyters of Distinction
Greetings in the wonderful name of our soon coming King, Lord Jesus Christ.  I pray this missive finds you resting safely in the arms of the loving saviour.  Like me, many of you are just returning from Detroit, MI, the convening site of our 68th International Congress.

The marvelously blessed us in the Motor City.  Sincere congratulations to our fellow Presbyter, Elder William Wilkins, Jr., and his staff on a job well done.  I was blessed to meet with many of you and thank God for the fellowship.  Additionally, I would like to thank all Presbyters who supported the International Congress, especially those Presbyters in attendance who ministered in preaching, teaching, and praying. The Congress theme was “Training Leaders Today For A Purpose Driven Tomorrow.”  With your support Brethren, mission accomplished.
During the Cabinet meeting our esteemed Board of Apostles, under the dynamic leadership of our new Presider, Apostle Matthew A. Norwood, ThD., revealed their prayerful response to a joint proposal from the Board of Bishops and the Board of Presbyters.  Discussion for the proposal began in 1995 and the final draft was submitted in 2005, requesting the formation a fourth ecclesiastical ruling body called the “International Board of District Elders.”  After much consideration, the Board of Apostles unanimously rejected the proposal, ending the ongoing speculation concerning the status of District Elders and their relationship to the International Board of Presbyters.

I’m sure this decision is disappointing to some of our distinguished and cherished senior brethren.  In light of this landmark decision, and the awesome task that you have elected me and my staff to accomplish, I have sought and received of the Lord a plan of action for the chosen men of God I am charged to serve.  This new initiative prayerfully will address many of the concerns that were submitted in the proposal, as well as, provide a platform of continual unity and growth amongst the brethren.

Using Hosea the word of God as guidance, I have entitled this initiative, P.R.O.P.H.E.T. (Presbyters Receiving Ongoing Professional Help and Ecclesiasstical Training).

Hosea 12:13

And BY A PROPHET the LORD brought Israel out of Egypt, and BY A PROPHET was he preserved.  (KJV)

Hebrews 6:1
1
Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,

2
Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.

3
And this will we do, if God permit. (KJV)
A biblically relevant prophet is a dedicated servant leader who is a spokesman for God, and who accurately communicates God's message courageously to God's chosen people.  A prophet must be constantly prepared for ministry.  His service and training are perpetual.  
The International Board of Presbyters (IBOP) under my administration will seek to “go on to perfection” by providing professional help and ministry training for each presbyter on a continual basis.  We will achieve this enormous task by keeping Presbyters, INFORMED, INSPIRED AND INVOLVED.  I enthusiastically, solicit your prayers and support, as my staff and I, in this season of change, fulfills our assignment.

This new initiative “P.R.O.P.H.E.T.” will be ready for full implementation during our next business meeting at the June 2008 Planning Seminar in Columbia, SC.  I look forward to seeing you there.  Please remember Brethren, that under the new Convocation format, the June Seminar is where we conduct “ALL” our business for the Year.  Please plan to be in Columbia prepared to register, ($100 for District Elders and Elders; $50.00 for Ministers), for substantive service and meaningful ministry training.
